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Home For Veterans

New Era Veterans is a transitional housing facility for previously homeless veterans 

in the Bronx.  The facility is a Single Room Occupancy government owned building 

that provides shelter, counseling, and social services.  Residents at New Era Veterans 

range from world war two veterans to veterans who recently returned from tours in 

Iraq. Most of the residents at New Era Veterans are struggling with physical 

disabilities, psychological disorders, and addictions.  With more and more physically 

and emotionally wounded veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, perhaps 

this work represents a foreboding of how what has been is still coming home. 

The texts that follow include poetry and prose written and performed by residents 

and recorded at the facilities poetry group meetings.

 







Track 3 (1:15)

This is my home. I’m proud of my simple abode. How do you like it?  I am 

an ex-Marine. Well, I guess I’m still a marine...I miss the military. It was a 

place to sleep, food to eat, and money in my pocket.  All you gotta do is kill 

people.  Yeah, no problem.  You don’t have to know ‘em, right? When I 

returned from Nam I was ashamed to wear my uniform.  But now I am 

proud.  If they would take me again tomorrow, I would go, bring one of 

these kids home from Iraq.  I am spent.  My kitten could live without me.  













Track 11 (0:58)

I didn’t always used to be a finisher. You should have seen this room before 

the guy left for the nursing home.  Rat feces, urine…I had to put plastic bags 

over my boots while I cleaned the floor.  I found a box of cookies with 

chewed, cardiogram-shaped landscapes.  We’ve got some creative rats.









Track 16 (0:56)

I am working on the revolution.

Starting with myself.

I am working on the revolution.

It has restored my health.

I am working on the revolution

The call goes out far and wide.

I am working on the revolution.

And I hope you are on my side.

So, did you have any questions you wanted to ask me?









Track 5 (1:12)

I want to show you something.   Look, this is the hard 

part.  Do you see all these marks?  I have got to look at 

this every day.  I think it’s from the mandatory 

immunizations or the uranium.

These things bother me more than the rape, more than losing my marriage.  I 

feel ashamed about my body.  I can’t have kids.  I received medical 

treatment from the V.A. but they experiment at the VA. It’s a big research 

project.  Treatment is free. The medicine made the marks worse. 









Track 14 (3:14)

Can I talk a bit about myself?

I was a smart kid.  They called me Captain Rocket.  I 

read Colliers Space Travel book and I was so fascinated 

with that book I practically slept with it.  I wanted to go 

to college but I went to the Air Force instead. You 

know, rockets and airplanes, they go together.  Science 

is all about atomic particles and the physical world. 

Einstein said that all we know is based on observation.  





Track 8 (2:33)

A big, bloody hole in the middle of his chest.  That was the first thing I 

remember seeing.  One of my other guys was struck in the head and 

another’s body parts went flying everywhere.  I survived. 







Track 9 (1:20)

I call this my beautification project. I’m not botanist or nothing.  I just like 

plants.  I am going to plant and transplant until I fill every room in this 

facility with potted plants.  It makes me forget about my limp arm and 

brings warmth to the metal plates in my head.  You know, I’ve got a lot of 

miracle grow and potting soil and I have about fifteen pots.  In the back 

yard, I have another garden.  I have peppers, cherry tomatoes, beefsteak 

tomatoes, and I also grow bamboo. With the bamboo, when you plant one 

plant, it takes over like grass. I have got a space as big as this room filled 

with bamboo.  But I am not telling the facility that I did that.  I mean, I’d 

have to dig it up.  This bamboo has got a root like an extension cord.  It just 

spreads.  And the only way you can take it out is to take all the roots out.










